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#LoveKYPublicEducation

March 12-16 is Public Schools Week.

Across the nation, and especially in Kentucky, NOW is

the time to demonstrate our support of public schools as

we provide a quality education to ALL children.

Public schools are an essential foundation of our country,

ensuring that every child is given the opportunity to learn,

grow and succeed. Our community and our nation are

strong when public schools are strong. Public schools

matter because kids matter!

Please join us in sharing messages of support on social

media – #LovePublicEducation and #PublicSchoolsWeek 

Talk to family, friends and neighbors about what YOUR

school is doing to ensure that all children are challenged

and encouraged to reach their greatest potential. Let’s all

join together and celebrate Daviess County Public

Schools and our commitment to putting “Kids First” in

everything we do!
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Wearing RED to Support Public Education!
Staff members across

the Daviess County

Public Schools district

were all united in

RED on Tuesday,

March 13, to show

our support for public

education.

Pictured at left are

Burns Elementary

School team members

with the Sorgho 

Elementary School

family pictured

below.

Everyone is invited to

join the social media

campaign this week to

post messages on

Facebook and Twitter

to remind our friends

and neighbors about

the value of a strong

public education for

ALL. Sample Tweets

are available upon 

request by writing to

contact@dcps.org 

#KidsFirst

#PublicSchoolsWeek



DCPS Arts Showcase – A Symphony of Arts!
The Daviess County Public Schools district has 

announced the schedule for Arts Alive! This year’s theme

is “A Symphony of the Arts” and will spotlight student 

talents in a variety of visual and performing arts.

All performances and displays will take place at the

Owensboro Convention Center and are open free to the

public. The schedule is as follows:

2 to 5:30 p.m. Sunday, March 18 – Concert and 

jazz bands, dance/indoor ensembles and visual arts

5 to 8 p.m. Monday, March 19 – K-12 vocal music 

showcase and visual arts

5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 20 – Orchestra and visual arts; 

visual art awards presented at 7:45 p.m.

The visual arts gallery, featuring almost 600 two- and

three-dimensional visual arts products, will be open

throughout the event.

Anthony Sparks, district arts coordinator, said, “The event

will highlight many of our performing groups as well as a

multitude of visual art pieces created by DCPS students

this school year. It is a time to celebrate individual and

group student achievement in the arts and a time to reflect

on the positive impact quality arts education programs

have in our schools and community.”

All DCPS schools will be represented at this event. Burns,

College View and Daviess County middle school, and

Apollo and Daviess County high school bands will 

perform on Sunday; with choirs in the spotlight on 

Monday and orchestras on Tuesday.

Sunday will also feature high school jazz bands, indoor

marching winds, Winter Guard groups and the DCPS 

Percussion Ensemble.

Monday’s performance will also include an elementary

small group showcase and a district choir of 120 students

selected from each of the 12 elementary schools.

Awards will be presented to winners of the Visual Arts 

Exhibit at the conclusion of the orchestra concert on 

Tuesday evening.

The annual DCPS arts showcase is open to the public with

a special invitation extended to our media partners. “We

are excited for our community to see and hear all the great

things going on in our district,” Tony said. “This event 

really spotlights the incredible talent of our students and

the outstanding leadership of our visual and performing

arts educators.” 

‘The Little Mermaid’
Apollo High School is presenting 

the Disney musical adaptation of the 

classic fairy tale, “The Little 

Mermaid” at 6 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday, March 16-17, with a 

matinee performance at 2 p.m. 

Sunday, March 18.

Tickets will be sold at the door (Gemini Drive entrance)

and are $8 for adults and $5 for students. Coloring sheets

are available at the AHS office; children are admitted free

when they bring a completed sheet to the performance!

Mark your calendar and plan to join us “Under the Sea!” 

Supt. Matt Robbins will share

information about tax reform plans

and proposals, including the latest

updates about SB1 and HB539, at

6 p.m. Tuesday, March 20, at the

DCPS Learning Center.

The meeting is open to the public.

All members of the Kentucky state

employee pension system are 

invited to attend, as well as all 

residents of our Commonwealth as

this issue affects everyone.Matt Robbins

TRS / CERS Update



Thinking About

Retiring Soon?
If you are considering retiring soon, here are some

things you should know:

n DCPS payroll employees will complete your 
retirement paperwork after you receive your packet

from your Retirement System, but in addition, you

must notify your supervisor of your intended 

retirement date and you must fill out the DCPS 

retirement form for our Personnel Department.

n It is best to contact your appropriate Retirement 
System and make an appointment with a retirement

counselor in Frankfort to get the most up-to-date 

information regarding your benefits. For Teachers’ 

Retirement, the number is 1-800-618-1687. 

For Classified (Support) Retirement, the number is 

1-800-928-4646. Both retirement systems have web

sites that give you some important information –

https://trs.ky.gov/ for Certified employees;

https://kyret.ky.gov/ for Classified employees. 

n Depending upon which retirement option you
choose, both TRS and KRS will need certain 

documents from you. In most cases, you will need a

copy of your Social Security card and a legal copy of

your birth certificate. Some options will require a copy

of your marriage certificate and your spouse’s or 

beneficiary’s birth certificate. To obtain a Kentucky

birth certificate, contact the Kentucky Cabinet for

Health and Family Services at chfs.ky.gov/dph/vital/

To replace your Social Security card, you can go to the

Social Security Administration website at

https://www.ssa.gov/ssnumber/ It may take several

weeks to receive replacement copies of either of these

documents, so apply early.

n If you have accumulated sick days and are intending
to send your payout for these into a 403b, 457 or 401k,

you need to have your account set up with a DCPS 

approved provider at least two months BEFORE your

retirement date. If you already have an account set up

with a provider, you need to notify them of your intent

to defer your sick day payout ahead of time. There are

regulations concerning when DCPS must be notified in

order to process this payout before your retirement

date.

n It is best to plan ahead and not wait until the last
minute to get all your information together for 

retirement.

Mark your calendar and be ready for Go365 screenings that

are now in progress, thanks to our partnership with the

Green River District Health Department. 

Audubon Elementary School — April 18

Country Heights Elementary School – March 22

Deer Park Elementary School – March 28

East View Elementary School – April 12

Highland Elementary School – March 29

Meadow Lands Elementary School – April 24

Sorgho Elementary School – April 17

Southern Oaks Elementary School – April 26

Tamarack Elementary School – April 10

Whitesville Elementary School – May 3

West Louisville Elementary School – April 18

Burns Middle School – March 5, March 19

College View Middle School – March 15

Daviess County Middle School – March 20, March 21

Daviess County High School – March 26, March 27

Heritage Park High School – April 19

Valley School – April 11

Owensboro Day Treatment – April 19

Transportation/Maintenance – March 23

Learning Center — April 11

Central Office – April 25

Go365 Screenings

CPR/First Aid Training
Classes are being scheduled for CPR

and first aid training to take place this

summer. Classes are open to all DCPS

staff members; registration deadline is

May 10.

Classes will be held at Burns or Country

Heights elementary schools and Daviess

County High School. 

Sign-up sheets are available at all DCPS schools/sites. 

Cost of CPR is $7; Heart Saver Student books are $3 each.

Make checks payable to DCPS or purchase order payable to

Owensboro Health Medical Group CPR. 

Instructors are Michelle Jones RN, Nicole Bryan RN and

Dana Burch RN. For more information, contact school nurse

Michelle Jones or district health coordinator Wendi Kozel

RN.

http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/vital/


Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by

David Shutt, DCPS director of

facilities and plant operations. 

His staff remains committed to

ensuring safe, comfortable and

attractive environments for 

teaching and learning.

AHS/DCHS Athletic Field 

Renovations 

RBS has begun work on design

development documents for 

athletic fields at Apollo and

Daviess County High School.  

2018 Summer Projects
SES/WES HVAC Renovations

Bids were approved by the Board of Education during the

February meeting. This project also includes renovations

to the ventilation systems in the Agriculture shops at both

AHS and DCHS.

Secure Entries Phase II

The bid opening is scheduled for March 22 and will be

sent to the Board of Education for consideration during

the April meeting.

DCHS VAT Tile Replacement

Bids were opened on Friday, March 9, for consideration at

the March 13 meeting of the Board of Education.

David Shutt

DCPS equipment technician David Snell is pictured 

repairing a floor scrubber at Sorgho Elementary School.

David is among the many valuable members of our team

who keep things running smoothly and looking good! 

DCPS Human Resources Update
Protect your eyes from debris and other

harmful hazards! Please assess the risk 

before beginning any task and remember 

to protect your vision! Safety glasses can be

obtained through the Maintenance 

Warehouse.

What’s my “Favorite Five”? AESOP allows

you to set your Top Five preferred 

substitutes to be contacted when you’re 

absent. When you have your preferred five

subs (your “Favorite Five”) set in AESOP,

your absences are more likely to be covered

by a substitute of your preference within a

shorter time frame. 

Courtney Payne

Human Resources

Manager

A person who feels

APPRECIATED

will always do more than

what is expected.



DCPS Dates to Remember

It’s the Final

Countdown!
Our official start date to lunch Gmail is set for Thursday,

March 22. Are you ready? Get set! It’s time for Gmail!

Be proactive! If you have not already done so, NOW is

the time to review information and helpful how-to videos

posted at http://readysetgmail.dcps.net  All of Steve

Burton’s “Ready, Set ... Gmails!” are archived there too.

Starting on Friday, March 23, you will log in to

https://gmail.com to get your email.

Celebrate! Celebrate!
The Apollo High School boys’ basketball

team has advanced to the Sweet 16 and will

play Covington Catholic at 8 p.m. (ET)

Thursday, March 15, at Rupp Arena in 

Lexington. Go Eagles!

Before leaving town, the team will visit

several DCPS elementary and middle

schools to remind kids what happens as a

result of teamwork and dedication! 

Vote for DCPS!
DCPS has been nominated in the category of “Best Place

to Work” in the Messenger-Inquirer Readers’ Choice

Awards. Click HERE each day until 5 p.m. Saturday,

March 24, to cast your vote for DCPS! 

P-K Registration
Preschool and kindergarten registration continue through

Friday, March 16, at all DCPS elementary schools. Learn

more at www.dcps.org or click HERE to go directly to

that page. 
Transfer & Tuition

Daviess County Public Schools will accept transfer and

tuition applications until June 29. Learn more at

www.dcps.org or click HERE to go directly to that page.

Online Registration
Online registration for students who will attend Daviess

County Public Schools next year is now open. Learn

more at www.dcps.org or click HERE to go directly to

that page.

Early College
Early College Academy registration is open until March

16 for Apollo and Daviess County high school students

who are  interested in earning a two-year associates 

degree while still in high school. Learn more at

www.dcps.org or click HERE to go directly to that page.

http://www.messenger-inquirer.com/ballot/#/gallery/94465506/?category=1402574
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/p-k#sthash.2DVbtBF5.dpbs
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/tuition-transfer#sthash.ovUTgCMH.dpbs
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/earlycollegeacademy#sthash.rdgbxRx9.dpbs
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/olr2018-19#sthash.aM3m4LGT.dpbs


Are you or a colleague

doing something new,

interesting, exciting? 

Let us know! 

Send information

and photographs to

grapevine@dcps.org

Making It Count at the KCM Conference

Maggie Jagoe, a primary teacher at East View 

Elementary School, models the math “Go Fish” card

games that build student fluency of 10 frames at a recent

Kentucky Council on Mathematics conference.

East View Elementary School academic program 

consultant Pam Croft shares games that are fun and 

motivating at the Kentucky Council on Mathematics 

conference in Lexington.

The Daviess County Public Schools Board of Education heard a presentation from Superintendent Matt Robbins re-

garding the adoption of a resolution supporting Kentucky public education. Pictured from left are Matt Robbins, Board

chairman Mike Clark, vice chairman Dr. Tom Payne and Board members Todd Anderson, Dale Stewart and Frank

Riney. The Board luncheon was hosted by Tamarack Elementary School on March 13.



Thoughts While Walking Through
By Jimmy Lyddane

Director of Elementary Schools

WOW! Buckle up; it’s a fast and furious ride

until the end of the year, and we are going to

have a fantastic finish! 

We all like to have some sense of certainty 

before we walk towards the skinny branches of

our Comfort Tree. We want to know how

many leaves are on each of the branches, what

color they are and what their texture is like. 

We also want to know if we can trust those 

little branches to hold our weight long enough since we’re

planning to sit there for a while – before we take a big

leap out into the very scary place of the Unknown. 

We like to be in control and know as much as possible 

before we make a big move, as if every detail will armor

us against any unexpected events that life will present us.

It makes us feel almost as if we can predict the future and

it gives us a sense of invincibility.

Those who are most successful in their achievements are

very clear on their goals and intentions. The daughter of

one of my best friends is an amazing soccer player. Megan

played goal keeper for the University of Michigan for four

years and recently graduated. She just signed to play 

professional soccer in Sweden.

We’ve had many discussions regarding goal setting, 

working hard and taking chances. I asked her once if she

thought Mia Hamm figured she could be an accountant if

the whole “soccer thing” didn’t work out. NOPE!

Do you think she was comfortable when her alarm woke

her up at 5 a.m. so she could practice every day for hours

on end and run for miles and miles and miles? No possible

way! And after all of her hard work, preparation and 

practice – were there chances that she wouldn’t win two

gold medals in the Olympics and two FIFA World Cup

championships? Is it possible that there could have been a

another superstar player who was faster and stronger;

someone she wasn’t expecting to outshine her own talent?

The answer to that is, “Of course!”

Chances are, there may have been many players who were

all of those things, with amazing strengths and abilities on

the soccer field. The most profound difference between

Mia Hamm and everyone else is ... She BELIEVED that

she would win. Her mental strength and fitness was above

and beyond the other players. There wasn’t a single doubt

in her mind that the gold medals from the Olympics and

World Cups would be hung around her neck.

The power of intention is more powerful than

our physical capacity when it needs to be. 

I read a story once about a woman who lifted a

car off her dad to save his life – by herself! 

You all know I have an eclectic taste in my

readings; I once read a magazine article 

featuring Busta Rhymes. He said, “I owe all

my success to having no Plan B. No other plan

of survival. Failure is not an option.” 

I will admit that this has been one of my 

favorite quotes of all time. He didn’t have a

backup plan, so I decided – neither would I. When I

haven’t reached my goals, I am pretty certain that it was

because I allowed a little voice in my head to tell me it

cannot be done. It’s not how good you are; it’s how good

you want to be. 

Do not be overly attached to how your journey looks, but

be clear on what you want to achieve. If you discover a

new passion, embrace that, and then reassess your 

priorities. Every leap you take will allow you to explore

something new, a new challenge or a new opportunity. 

One thing is for sure; that accomplishment will never be

in your hands if you keep playing it safe. If you don’t get

it, you won’t have wanted it badly enough. Instead of 

calculating the number of leaves on those skinny

branches, take a running leap into the Unknown. 

Have a great weekend! Pray for sunshine so everyone can

get out and recharge themselves!

Jimmy Lyddane

What’s

YOUR

goal?


